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ORATION, 


The following oration was pro- 
nounced in Owingsviile, Kentuc- 
ky, on a late celebration of the an- 
niversary of St. John the Baptist, 
by brother Henrt Cries, jr, sen- 
ior warden of Webb Lodge, No. 
5). 

BRETHREN AND FRIENDS, 

There is hardly any situation 
more etabarrassing to a_ public 
speaker, than that in which the 
craftsman is placed, when called 
upon to address a mixed auditory 
on the subject of masonry. | 

On the one hand, he feels him- 
self impelled to vindicate the char- 
acter of his order, in the face of 
the world, to refute its calumni- 
ators, and to remove from the 
minds of many, the disgraceful 
prejudices,. and ungenerous im- 

yressions, which a more intimate 
fnowledee of its end and design, 
could not fail to effect. In the 
prosecution of this laudable pur- 
pose, he is often led by his zeal 
in the cause of truth, to expose to 
the scrutiny of a jealous world, 
every thing connected with the 
order, short of its absolute myste- 
ries. The sacred recesses of the 
temple are unfolded, even to the 
portal of the sanctum sanctorum. 
i He treads indeed the brink of a 
ecipice, where one untoward 
2p would hurl him, in the esti- 
tion of masons, to the lowest 

38 of dishonour. 
n the other hand, he is re- 
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minded at every step of his prog- 
ress, by his high and solemn en- 
gagements as a craftsman, to 
watch with mesonic vigilance, that 
he be not led in an unguarded mo- 
ment, to overieap the ne plus ulira 
of his limit, and that the eye of 
impertinent curiosity be not suf 
fered: to penetrate the veil, which 
covers every thing that masons 
hold sacred and inviolable. 

In the contemplation of mason- - 
ry, nothing strikes the mind with 
greater astonishment, than its hich 
antiquity. Millions of beings have 
closed their eyes in death, since 
the establishment of the institution, 
which was founded to promote 
the happiness of mankind, and is 
destined to immortality, 

Other societies have been’ rais« 
ed under the auspices of kings, 
princes, and potentates; but the:r 
ephemeral existence only deinon- 
strated the sandy and unstable foun- 
dations on which they were erec- 
ted. Unable to withstand the cor- 
rosive influence of time, tossed to 
and fro by the angry passions of 
man, they were elevated to the 
skies, but to be precipitated to the 
lowest depths of oblivion. 


“Src transit gloria mundt.”? 


But such has not been the fate 
of masonry. ‘T'reading on the 
heels of time regardless of the 
shafts of ridicule, or the attacks 
of calumny; regardless alike of 
the convulsions of the physical or 
moral world, it has marched on to 
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fhe consummation of the glorious 
purposes of its institution, iflumi- 
nating the world at every step of 
jis progress with the rays of sci- 
ence eud learning, dispelling the 
ciouds of superstition and barbas 
rism, in which the intellect of un- 
cultivated man is enveloped, and 
bursting asunder the shackles of 
mental slavery. By its fostering 
hand, the science of architecture 
was redeemed from chaos and con- 
fusion. In imagination, the ma- 
sonic eye, from the contemplation 
of the utensils and implements, 
that are now exhibited, only as 
the embiems of the order, is led 
back to that remote period when 
science and architecture were 
blended, and may there survey in 
solemn admiration, the antique 
monuments of infant masonry. 
Fancy may be indulged, till ‘sated 
with sights of grandeur, it rests in 
silent astonishment on the mason- 
ic columns of the sacred temple. 
Moriah’s mount, consecrated to the 
purposes of the Deity, was desti- 
ned to be the foundation of the 
noblest edifice that human wisdom 
could devise, or human ingenuity 


. exéeute: 


But why need 1 attempt a de- 
scription? Its fame will survive 
the ruins of time, and its grandeur 
and magnificence astonish the re- 
motost ages. 

When the cape stone of this stu- 
pendous edifice was laid, and joy 
and hilarity filled .the temple, an 
event transpired, the recollection 
of which, even at this remote pe- 
riod, is calculated to excite the 
liveliest anxiety in the bosom of 
every enlightened craftsman. 

Mid the din of festive mirth, 
the voice of mourning is heard to 
resound through its magnificent 
halis, and porticoes ; the diabolical 
machinations of a few had convul- 
sed the sublime serenity of the 
whole the murky ‘clouds of an e- 
ternal night lowered thick upon 
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the horizon of the masonic day, 


and threatened to veil in darkress 
forever the brightest duminary 
that ever adorned and eniightened 
the intelflectna! world. The d 
ing taper glimmered in ihe sock 
et, and the hour had arrived, that 
was about to close forever the 
lights of masonry. But when the 
fair prospect of human felicity, ap. 
peared to be ciosed forever, no 
longer beaming with delight, but 
overspread with clouds and dark. 
ness, on a sudden the genius of ma 
sonry, burst through the sombre 
gloom that encircied her, and 
gladdened with her smiles the de. 
sponding craftsman. 

Like the fable of the pheenix, 
she arose renewed, from the ash. 
es of her own conflagation. 

In scanning the merits of ma 


sonry, | am compelled, reluctant-§ 


ly though necessarily, to pause by 
the way, in order to answer’ ob- 
jections which have been charged 
upon the craft; charges as futile 
as they are unfounded, as illiberal 
as they aré tnjust; but happily 
for the institution, purity is, not 
contaminated, though in~ contac 
with pollution ; virtue is not con- 
founded with vice, nor truth sub 
verted by the flippancy of false: 
hood. 

In countries where despotism 


has usurped the seat of law, andi 


the sword of justice given place 
to the tyrant’s sceptre, the lodge 
is stigmatized as the midnight con- 
clave. whose spirit of disaffection 
and rebellion may assume its wan- 
ton tone of audacity, and plots of 
murder and revolution be matu 
red in safety ; and in all countries 
(the land of liberty and toleratio 

not excepted) her enemies. eve 

fertile in invention, and vindictive 
in persecution, have’ depicted’ he 
in the most hideous colours; aé 
the very sink of corruption, vice 
and profligacy ; as the secret cep 
tre, around which the satellites of 
darkness revolve, scattering the 
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seeds of sedition, faction and trea- 
son. But how foolish and. incon- 
sistent.are these charges! How 


wicked and contemptible the be- . 


ing who presumptuously under- 
takes to publish to the worid the 
end and design, the vices, and vir- 
tues of an institution of which he 
js as ignorant as of the events of 
futurity, 7 

Did, the occasion require it, I 
could sunmon myriads, ef living 
witnesses, patrons of religion, and 
ornaments of our society, who 
could testify to its purity. 

Were it necessary, | would 
point the attention of this respec: 


‘table auditory te men of other 


times,the memory of whose vir- 
tues, philanthropy, and patriotism, 
will be registered on the minds of 
the latest generation, and whose 
fame monuments of brass or mar- 
ble are not sufficiently durable to 
commemorate ; suflice it to say, 
that a’ Franklin, a Webb, a War- 
ren, and a Washington, were ma- 
sons. 

But we are told that the institu- 
tion is fraught with vice; but 
how ‘is this foul charge establish- 
ed? » Not. by investigating its 
merits; by observing the influence 
it has upon civilization, and moral 
improvement; but by the indul- 
gence of a low, unmanly preju- 
dice, by attaching to the whoie 
fraternity, the foibles and weak- 
nesses of an unfortunate member. 
Against this mode of testing the pu- 
rity of the order, we enter our soi- 
emn protest; we make no preten- 
sions to perfection; we pretend 
not to be ereatures of infallibility, 


for it is “human to err,’ and we 


have only to regret that eur ene- 
mies have not thought it ‘ divine 
to forgive.” | 

Why need I invoke the shades 
of departed worth, or call to my 


aid the host of luminaries, whose 


transcendant virtues, and resplen- 
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affliction. 





pillars of the state, and the ‘highs 
est encomium on the character of 
masonry.—Would you know her 
true character, follow her foot- 
steps; wheresoever she has goue, 
ignorance has given place to fea- 
son; superstition to vital religion, 
and night-bound barbarism. to the 
sunshine of morai improvement. 
Every climate is congenial to her 
growth; every nation conversant 
with her language. Under her 
mild inflvence, the savage forgets 
his wanton ferocity, and brutal 
vengeance no longer clouds his 
brow. The angry passions are 
lulled to sleep by the melody of 
her voice, and rude, uncultivated 
nan, awed by the majesty of her 
presence, participates in the ben 
efits of union, peace, and social 
intercourse, 

Whilst discord is rending in 
twain religious societies of every 
denomination ; whilst ambition. is 
erecting an altar, for the indis- 
criminate slaughter of the human 
family; and fariaticism is wading 
through seas of fratracidal bivod, 
masonry 38 pointing with the fin- 
ger oi Minerva to scenes where 
the weary shall find rest, and the 
wicked cease from troubling.” In 
her peaceful train of followers; no 
vindictive priest is seen, hurling 
the shafts of anathemas and male- 
dictions; no demagogue denoun- 
cing vengeance on his more 
successful rival; no fiend of dark- 
ness meditating the murder of 
kings, or the ruin of empires, It 
is here that we are admonished 
by ties at once the most sacred 
and inviolable, to exert every fuc- 
ulty In lessening the sum of human 
It is here that we are 
taught to be incessant in the prac- 
tice of true and genuine friend- 
ship, which may be justly esteem- 
ed one of the sublimest attributes 
of the human soul; its duration is 
oot measured by the incidents ot 


dent talents, are atthis day the {} birth or fortune; its sweets are 
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pot embittered by adversity, nor 
its i.es sirengthened by prosperity. 
Wiener iu the bustle o1 the world, 
or the retirement of the cioister; 
in power, or in subjection; or in 
Wiat situation soever an adventi- 
tiotis fortune may place you, it is 
the transcendant boon of Hieayen. 

Charity has eyer been consider- 
et! a prominent and characteristic 
viviue of masons. ‘lo relieve dis- 
tress is a duty incumbent on all, 
but particularly on the members 
of our or’er. And where we see 
that the proudest efiort ef the hu- 
man apgderstanding, that the ut- 
most Ken of mortal divination, is 
tdtally inadequate to guard us a- 
gninst thé vicissitudes, which be- 
fai us at every step of our journey 
tirouvh fife; that the head of vir- 
tuc, is Often made to wear a crown 
of therns, and the heir of immer- 
tality, to suffer the agonies of cru- 
cifixion; when we reflect that the 
world is a thorny and pathless wil- 
derness, where the travelier steps 
with caution, and looks around at 
every pause with conscious dread, 
and the world’s friendship is a 
shadow which follows weaith and 
fume, we are compelled to admit 
that the practice of charity, is the 
noblest office of mankind; than 
which the whole catalogue of vir- 
tue reiigious or moral, sacred or 
profane, presents not one more 
generous, aud Godlike. 

From the practice of these ex- 
alied virtues, are derived the 
choicest benefits ofmasonry. Per- 
haps [may be asked, what are 
these boasted benefits? As well 
might I be asked the adyantages of 
the evn. As the one is to thenatural 
world, so is the other to the mor- 
al; as the one enlightens and in- 
vigorates the external parts of 
creation. so does the other reach 
the recesses of the heart. The 
dew of heaven ts not more grate 
ful to the fading cassia, than are 


cab 


the healing consolations, which } 


a. 








the genius of masonry pours ints 
the bosom 0: ailliction. 

It is the peculiar consolation of 
the mason, when extended on the 
bed of death, when every earthly 
tie is dissoiving, and the domestic 


affections press upon the heart, to 


reflect that when his hand is cold, 
there shall be one whose vaior 
shali. protect the .weakness, and 
whose munificence supply the 
wanis of his widew, and his or. 


ban ; that when his jifeiess corpse | 


shali sleep in silence, in the nar- 
row vault, that there shall. be for 
his bereaved partner, a thousand 
protectors, and for his children a 
thousand faihers. 

But its benefits are not confined 
to the widow, and the orphan, nor 
to those who are writhing under 
the cold grasp of penury. 

The objects of its bounty are as 
varied as the’ miseries of human 
life. 

Mid the clash of swords, on the 
hard-fought field, where the iron 
clangour of arms resounds, and 
murder talks up apd down the en- 
sanguined plain with the mangled 
trophies of victory ; where, 


With streaming blood the slippery 
fields are dy’d, , 


And slaughter’d heroes swell. the 
dreadful tide. 


In this hour of death, the masonic 
sign is a passport of life. 


ERrTHREN, 

We have seen an institution 
which boasts the most venerable 
antiquity; for its birth was the 
birth of creation, we have seen it 
distinguished for the practice of 
every generous virtue, and which, 
like the glorious luminary of day, 


is ever dispensing light, and lite © 


and strength, and vigour, to the 
world; and yet this institution has 
enemies. It is a circumstance 


that reflects the deepest disgrace 
















cold, 
Valor 


e 
- 


1¢. 








on of 


1 tine 
arthly 
nestic 


rt, to 







Miler to refreshment and repose ; 


» foulest biot on the hystorian’s 
ge. if there be any present, 
“them offer up their prejudices, 
meritorious sacrifice on the al- 
r of truth, for they little know 
e ilis they aim at. 

Could the enemy of this institu- 
on accomplish his fell purpose, 
» would close the door that is 
rer inviting the benighted trav- 


, would palsy the hand that is 
xtended to feed the famished 
nendieant, and snatch trom its } 
rasp *he’-crutch of decrepitude, 
e would dash from its hold, the 
up that is to pour oii into’ the 
vonnds of a war-worn soldier, and 
end the bandage that is to bind 


hem. 


in imitation of him whose say- 
ings are worthy of all manner of 
acceptationj I can only offer up 
his ardent ejaculaton, * Father, for- 
give them, forthey know not what 
they do,” 

BRETHREN, 

In conclusion. suffer me to ap- 
proach you in the character of a 
monitor, Let me exort you to 
preserve inyiolate the mysteries 
of the order; for they are the pil- 
lars on which rest the basis of the 
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inte Bion riman nature, and presents 


! of suffering humanity. 


lips of the expiring man, aré sent. 
in holy Sslience ! tlie secret is lock- 
ed in his iaithful bosom, and de- 
scends with him to the grave— 


“Manet alta mente reposium.”” 


If there be an object in crea- 
tion, that should merit the admi- 
ration of mankind, and the smiles 
of heayen, it must be the maa 
whose life is devoted to the causa 
His youth 
is the dawning of every virtue, 
and when he has passed the acme 
of manhood, and becins to tread 
the down-hili of life, he retraces ia 
perspective the actions of his 
youth, and throughout the. cheg- 
uered page that records his histo- 
ry, sees no blot, no staip. His 
departure is the close of a trans 
quil evening; no cloud obscures 
his rising sun; no storm deforms 
his closing day. 

BreTuren, 

Go thon and do likewise; 
your end be like his, and wea 
the last hour draws Rede, and hu- 
man institutions begin to fade from 
the sight, your eyes as with am 
| immortal glance, shall penetrate 
| the veil that Riuinds the ken of 
mortal viston, and rest with ex- 
stacv. on scenes beyond, where 


let 


w! 





whole ‘temple. Remove them, 


the brightest hopes shall ‘be reale 





and the structure, whose high an- 
tiquity and inimitable grandeur, | 
has astonished the world, for near || 
six thousand years, tumbles at i 
once in promiscuous ruin to the | 
ground. ‘T’e obtain from masons a | 
knowledge of their mysteries, has 
ever been the favourite object of 
despots, and tyrants; the inven- 
tion of human ingenuity has been 


exhausted to accomplish this un- | 


holy purpose; even the tortures 
of the infernal Inquisition have 
been applied. The miserable vic- 
tim of brutal curiosity is extended 
on the rack, the eye balls start 
from their sockets; every nerv: 





and fibre is rent in twain but the / 


| ized. 
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_ Extracts from a Sermon preached 

| before two Lodges of Freema- 
sons, at Reading Mass. June, 
1821—by Rev. Jacop W. Easr- 
BURN. 


MASONRY. 


The bible is the soul of Mason- 
ry—Masonry, therefore, is a good 
system. The reading of this 
book accompanies all our perfor- 
mances. To facts, which it re- 


} veais, and duties which it urges, 


all our rites and ceremonies reler. 


The lamb-skin, guage and gavel: 
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¢he level and the plumb- -line ; the 
Square and compass; the maliet, 
the chisel and the trowel, with 
maby other masonic instruments, 
© of which we cannot now speak 
plainiy,” have important morai 
uses— They ‘are mementoes of 
facts which the bible records. 
They. are checks against sin, 
which it forbids. ‘They are mon- 
itors to excite us to duties, which 
it incuicates. 


In addition to this, it may not be 
improper to remark, that every 
Mason has as solemnly engaged to 
take the Word of God for the rule 
and guide of his Life, as the Chris- 
tian bas to take it for hts ** rule of 
faith and practice,’ His not liv- 
ing according to it,.is the same 
evidence of his departure from 
Masonryy,as the Christian’s not 
living, accerding to it is of his de- 
parture from Christianity.—The 
ease of both is a grief to humani- 
ty, but it is no evidence against 
the institutions they respectively 
dishonor.* 

Many have objected to our order 
because of its secrecy. But this 
objection 1 consider unreasonable. 
There.are many reasons, as eyery 
brother knows in favour of its im- 

ortance. ‘Two of these may he 
noticed without a violation of the 
rules of the fraternity. 

Is masonry a charitable institu- 
tion? and do those, 
prosperity contribute to its funds, 





* Those, who have written against 
Masonry, have confounded illumines 
with Masons.—lIn this they have un- 
atated infidel writers, who, led away 
by the sound of wards, have confoun- 
ded the Brahmins of Hondostan 
with the protestant clergy. ds a 
minisier of the Gospel, I protest 
against the conduct of the latter.— 
4s a mason I protest against the 
former. The conduct of both I con- 


atder equally ungencrous, 


who in days of 
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| have a right to support from} 


in a time oi adversity ; it wili Hirt 
pear evident to every reflect py! 
mind, that it is necessary th Fi 


should be secreis, by which 


brother may know a brother f; a 


an imposter, 
would be supported, while 
tributers themselves were iefj 
suffer. A secret is the only s 
guard which can be devised 
remedy this evil, 


Otherwise Vagry of 


Is masonry calculated for fitigifrye 


men for usefulness? Men, 
whom you can piace no con 
dence, are not fit for any pub 
station.—A Senator of this cia 
would render the calculations i 
tended by a session with close 
doors, abortive, and be a mea 
of injury to the nation. A genet 
al of this class would divulge ever 
pian of concert so early as to pre 
vent its success.— Masonry ha 
bituates a man to the exercise o 
confidence and is happily calcula 
ted to prepare men to keep se 
crets in business, where secrecy) 
is required, 

The exclusion of females from 
the instiution has often been con- 
demned. But the reflecting will 
not consider it improper... By 
their exclusion, our lodges are 
preserved from an_ accusation, 
which, had they been’ admitted, 
would anquestionably have ‘been 
levelled againt & 2m—an_ accusa- 
tion, which del¥cacy forbids me to 
ment ion, Nor are the fairer part 
of creation injured by this or any 
other regulation of the fraternity. 
Masonry i is a friend.to their vir- 
tue. Such are-its barriers for 
their delente, that if virtuous fe- 
males only knew them, they would 
consider the relation to a Mason 
a privilege indeed. Nay more}; 
they would ardently desire that 
Masonry might speedily become 
0 universal, as to! inelude every 
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tract of an Address deliv- | 
ered before the fraternity al 
Fail 


iver Village, Troy, 


tho can live? who could 
ass the confines of mfancy, 
ross the valley of sickness, 
r sustain the chilling frosts 
of old age, without a friend 
to aid and help him? We 
commence our being in the 
midst of cries and tears, and 
close it in’ pains and groans, 
in distress and anguish .of 
heart. Who is the misan- 
thrope that proclaims: men 
are naturally the enemies of 
each other, advocates the fe- 
licity of solitude, and scoffs 
at the delight of friendship ! 
Surely, before he does this, 
we should show that we 
need no support in the ten- 
der and defenceless period 
of infancy, no attention in 
sickness, and no comfort in 
the drearmess and decrepi- 
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tered all the connexions and 
pleasures of society, by his 
vices, let him attempt to 
sunder the ties that hold all 


Mass. at the consecration || § 
of Mount Hope Lodge, and \\ in sweet concord but himself. 
the installation of’ tts offi- | The principles. of society 
cers, Sept. 1, 1825. By}j are clearly taught by the 
‘Paul Dean, G H. P. works of God. Here noth- 
ing is alone. All give and 
* * %#* #* Without | receive support. Nothing 
riendship and sympathy || lives for itself——nothing 


moves but to bless some. 
thing that adjoins it. The 
sun, bright emblem of Deity, 
shines not for himself, but te 
enlighten, enliven and cheer 
the world; and for this he 
associates his influence in the 
heavens with the moon and 
stars, that the night, as well 
as the day, may share in his 
light. ‘The .rain -descends 
only to enrich the earth and 
refresh its inhabitants. The 
flowers bloom, and the brea- 
thing winds waft their fra- 
grance to regale the senses 
of the lying. .. The earth 
supports the vegetable, and 
the vegetable supports the 
animal creation. The winds 
and the seas jon to convey 
the commerce of the nations 
to every part of the globe. 





tude of age. But let him 


not, because he has chilled 
his life’s blood by drinking 
the deadly waters of misan- 
thropy, poison the fountain 
that yields the purest joys 
to ali hearts but his own; 


Every part is here depend- 
! ent, and each supported by 
the whole. Mutual depend- 
| ence among mén proves they 
were made for society; aid 
virtuous friendship only cau 
make society truly happy. 





nor because he has embit- | 





The enlightened spirit of 


a 





pone 


oneal 


masonry well knows, (Hata 


one friend is not only a. for 
adversity, but for every state 


and.conditionof man. How 
are the pleasures and the 
amusements of life increased 
and relished by a.pleasant 
company of friends: Drea- 
ry and* lonely would even 


hotive itself be if destitute of 
friends; but with them*how 


cheerful, peaceful and happy 


is the festive board and_ the | 


fire side. The labour of.the 


husbandman is greatly light-_ 


ened, by the* company of 
friends, engaged m the same 
sood work and with the same 
heart and. mind as himself. 
The manufactory, market 


place, and exchange, are 


made pleasant to us by the 
assemblage of friends © we 
meet there. The temples 
of sciencé, the halls of, jus- 
tice and of ligislation, are il- 
Juminated .by the cheering 
couutenances of friends. 
And even the way 
house of God is made cheer- 


ful and pleasant by the kind | 


friends that take sweet coun- 
se] with us as we walk there- 
in. Yes, even. devotion at- 
self is. rendered more inter- 
esting by many Hearts being 
touched with the same sen 
timents, and engaged an the 
same offermg of love’ and 
gratitude; and the songs of 
Zion, yea, the anthems of 
glory, will be the more en- 
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deemed. — But most of all ; 
adversity blessed by the 
good offices. ofa friend. 4 
thousand fay ou ¢ } rest-on the 
friendly arm that,supports q 
falling brother,. and protects 
the widow, and orphan, min. 
forts of life—— Would - you 
know how, to.prizesa friend 
go ask . the evi over 
whose bedside, when visited 
by disease, his. friend has 
consianily bent, ine watehful 
and kind  solicitude till’ his 
recovery; askthe wounded 


man who fel on. the field of 


blood, but whose friend came 


and bound» up. bis wounds 
and carried him tohis home ; 
ask him who, when he was 
surrounded by assassins and 
murderers, was delivered 
and saved by the .timel 
word and sign of ®» friend. 
They wall tell you, that of 
all objects they ever saw, a 
friend is most. delightful .and 
lovely, and that his price is 
far. above rubies =. 
Therefore, to make men 
thus friendly to. each other 
is the grand design~“of the 
masonic institution; for we 
are assured, that the human 
race dre formed ard,.design- 
ed for sociey, and that s6ciés 
ty, whatever be its prosperi- 
ty, strength, wealth or :res 
finement, cannot be happy if 


istering. to.them. the ¢om. § 















-Mouldering Column and Urn, 


got bound together by true 
benevolence and friendship. 
te aa * * fad * * 

The Lodge is the epitome 
of the universe, overseen and 

varded by the Deity—the 

looring represents the 
checkered scenes of this life 
=the Clouded Canopy and 
Starry Firmament, the glo 


rious world of spirits—the | 


Ladder, the faith, hope and 
eharity by which we ascend 
to it~the Bee Hive, the 
Swerd piercing the Heart, 


the Scythe, Grave, Anchor 
and Ark, are impressive sym- 
bols to a mason’s heart, and 
‘will not dail to render ~his 
friendship solemn, fervent 
and active. 


; 


., TO PATRONS. 

This No. closes the 2d volume 
of the Casket, and my engage- 
ments are such, that it is not con- 
venient for me to continue the 
publication any longer; but Lhave 
the pleasure to inform thase, 
who wish the work to continue, 
that Br. Sylvester T. Goss of Ha- 
verhill, N. H. has concluded to 
¢ontinue the publication, and all 
who are desirous of the work, can 
baye it by sending a letter [post 
paid} to the said Goss, who I 
think "will devote more time 
to it than I have been able 
to do, and’I think will render it 
more interesting to masons, than 
it has been hereto... 

The conditions of publication 
may be seen by the following Ad- 
dress, written by Brother Goss. 
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To the Patrons of the Masonic Cay 
ket. 


BRETHREN, 


Having been informed by our 
respected brother Lbenezer Chasey 
that he intended discqntinuing the 
publication of the Casket at the 
expiration of the present year, 
and knowing the usefulness and 
importance of all publications of 
the above nature, | have been in- 
duced, should my masonic brethren 
tender me suflicient patronage to 
continue the publication oi the 
Casket another year. My breth- 
ren must be aware that the cx» 
pence incurred by a pubiicaticu 
of this kind, is considerable, aud 
that it depends upon the puncic- 
ality of its subscribers for its con- 
tinuance, 

Brother-Chase having generous- 
ly given up all the present sule 
scribers of the Casket to the sut~ 
scriber, he hopes that one and a: 
who are now subscribers will sti! 
continue, and by-so doing, render 
an essential service to an unfortu- 
nate brother Mason. 

The Casket will be published as 
usual, every month, at One Dot 
LAR a year, payable in six months 
from the time of subscriving. 

It will retain its present form 
and the same number of pages; 
and every improvement will be ~ 
made to render the work useful 
and worthy the patronage of every 
free and accepted brother of the 
fraternity. 

All those who intend to contio- 
ue subscribers, are requested to 
give notice of the same, as soon 
as the present number of the Cas- 
ket is received; as it is necessary 


H to know how many of the prese:t 


subcribers may be depended on 


before the next volume is comme 
ced. 


Yours in fraternal 
friendship, 
Syivester T. Goeg,” 








FE. Onasr. 


Printer, Haverhill, N. H, 
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BEGULAR COMMUNICATIONS. 


# 


BOSTON LODGES. 


St. John’s Ist Tuesday in every 
month. 

St. Andrew’s 2d Thursday. 

Columbian, Ist Thursday. 

Massachusetts, last l'riday-. 

‘Mount Lebanon last Monday. 

Grand Chapter, 2d Tuesday in 
December June & Sept. 

St. Andrew’s Chapter, Ist Wed- 
nesday in every month. 

St. Paul’s Chapter, 3d Tuesday. 

Grand Lodge, 2d Wednesday in 
December, March, June and 
September. 

Encampment, 3d Wednesday in 
every month. 


MASSACHUSETTS: 


Dorchester—Union, ‘Tuesday pre- 
ceding full moon. 
Charlestown—-King Solomon, 2d 
‘Tuesday. 
Cambridge—Amicable, 3d Monday. 
Malden—Mount Hermon, Wednes- 
day preceding, full moon. 
Brighton—Bethsada, 2d Tuesday. 
Eynn—Monnt Carmel monday pre- 
ceding. 
Sulem—Essex Tuesday preceding 
fall moon—Warren Royal Arch 
hapter Thursday on or prece- 
ding tull moon. 
Beverly—Liberty Monday prece- 
ding full moon. 
Medway—-Montgomery. 2d Wed- 
nesday. 
Durbury—Corner Stone Monday 
after full moon. | 
Falnouth—Marine 1st Wednesday. 
Nantucket—-Unicn Ist Monday; 
Urbanity 3¢ Monday. 
Union Council §. M. 4th Mond. 
in December, March, June and_ 
September. 
Marblehead——-Philanthrope - Wed- 
nesday preceding full moon. 
Ditwvers—Jordan Wednesday pre- 


ceding full moon. 


_ 


— 





lamburye-W ashing ton ‘Tharsdg 
preceding full moon. 
Dedham—C onstellation 
do do 

Stoughton—Rising Star Thursday 
preceding full moon.—Mt. Ziog 
Royal Arch Chapter monday 

e preceding full. 


do 





| 


_ 





Concord—Corinthien Monday pre 
ceding full. 

Marlborough—Thursday after ful 
moon. : 

Hingham. Old Colony Friday pre. 
ceding full moon. 

Needham. Meridian Thursday 
preceding full moon. 

Reading. Good Samartian Tues. 
day preceding full moon. 

South Reading—-Mount Moriah 
Thursday preceding full moon. 

Wrentham. St. Albians Wedne» 

a day — do do ~ 

Framingham. Middlesex Tuesday 
do do do 

Medfield, Cassia Tuesday prece- 
ding full moon, 

Randolph. Norfolk Union Wed- 
nesday. preceding full moon. 
Chelmsford. Pentucket Friday 

do do do 
Ashby—Social Thursday do do de 
Andover. St. Matthew’s Wednes- 


day do - de “do 

Haverhill. Merrimack Thursday 
do do do 

Lexington. Hiram Thursday 
do RO 


Charlton. Fayette last Wednesday 
in January, April, August and 
October. 

Middlebury. Social Harmony 
‘Tuesday preceding full moon. 

Hardwick. Mount Zion Wednes 


day do do do 
NewSalem. Golden Rule Monday 
~ do do do 
Amheusst. Pacific Wednesday 
do do do 





Pittsfield. Mystic - - Thursday 
do do do 

Northampton. Jerusalem’ Tues 
day do do do 








Belchertown. “Monday do do dot 





















































| Uxbridge. 


Cummington, 


Greenwich. King Hiram’s Royal 

Arch Chapter Tuesday do 
‘do do 
Worcester. Morning Star ‘Tuesday 
do § do do 
Wednesday do 
do do 
firoton. St. Paul’s Monday. do 
do do 
St. John’s RK. A. Chapter, Tues- 

day preceding full moon, in De- 
cember, February, April, June 
and October. 

Newburybort. St. Peter’s Monday 

. preceding full moon ; St. Mark’s 
Tuesday preceding full moony, 
St. John’s Thursday succeding 
full moon. 





Leicester. 


Solomon’s ‘Temple 
Thursday preceding full moon. 
Wooburn. Freedom ‘Thursday on 

or do do do 
Walthom. Monitor Monday do 
do do 
Quincy. Rural Monday do do 
Pe ae | 


Gloucester. Tytian Ist Tesday 


‘ipswich. Unity Tuesday do 


do. do 
Leominster. Aurora Monday do 
do do 
West Granvilie. Mount Pleasant 
Wednesday do do do 


Braokfield. Meridian ‘Tuesday 
Great, Barrington. Cincinnatus 
Wednesday do do do 


LVest Stockbridge. Wisdom 'l'ues- 


day. do do do 
Templeton. Harris Thursday 
do do do 


New Malborough. Rising Sun 
Tuesday do + do do 
Orion. ‘Thursday 
do do do 
Sutton. Olive Branch 3d Tues- 

day. 


' Greenfield. Franklin Royal Arch 


Chapter Ist Wednesday. 
Northborough. Fredonia Friday 
do do do 
Springfield. Hampden Wednesday 
pre. tull moon 
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Gaint, 


Portland, Ancient Landmark 12. 
Wednesday; Portiand 2d do 

Bruaswiek. United $d Tuesday. 

Bath, Solar 1st Thursday. 

North Yarmouth Casco Tuesday 
preceding tull moon. 

Wiscasset Lincolt Thursday 


do de do 
Alua. Alna, Wednesday do 
do do. 
Union. Union Thursday do 
de do 


Waldoborough. St, Georges Wed; 
™ nesday do do do 
Cambden. Unity Tuesday de 
do do 
Chine. Central Wednesday do 
do. do 
Saco. Saco Wednesday do 
do do 
Kennebunk. York Monday da 
do du 
Bridgeton. Orieatal Monday do 
do do 
New Gloucester. 
Monday. do 
Parts. 


Cumberland 
do do 
Oxtord Thursday. do 
do do 

Somerset Monday de 
do . do | 
Bangor. Rising Virtue LPuesdae 

do do do 


Afildurn. 


HEW-HAMPSHIRE. 


Portsmouth. St. John’s 1st Wed- 
nesday in every month, Pytha- 
goras 3d ‘Tuesday 

Lebanon. Frankiin Mlondey pre- 
ceding full moon. 


Amherst. Benevolent Monday on 
or do do 
Concord. Blazing Star Tuesdag 
do do do 
Charlestown. Faithful Wedacsday 
preceding do do 
New-London. King Solomon's 


Wednesday preceding db do 
Claremont. Lira: nist Wednesday 
Washington. iount Vernon Ajou- 
day at or do ag 








Olive Branch Tues- 
do do do 
Centre Monday on 

or do do do 
Rochester, Humane Mgnday do 
do do do 

Mount Moriah ‘Tuesday 
do do do de | 
Plainfield, Wednesday do do do 
New-lpswich. Bethel Tuesday 

do do do 
Dover. Strafford Wednesday do 

do do do 
Bradford. St. Peter’s Tuesday 
do do do do 
Alstead. St, Paul’s Tuesday pre- 
ceding. do do 
Humpton, Rockingham Tuesday 
of the week the full moon. 
Bath, Meridian Sun Wedneiday 
do do 
Hanover. Trinity mont itl 
jast 

April June, August, October and 

December. St. Andrew’s Chap- 

ter 4th Wednesday in January, 

March, May, July, September 

and Nov. Council of Royal 

Masters, on the same days as 

the Chapter. 


Plymouth. 
day ) 


Sanbornton. 


Canaan. 


VERMONT. 


Bennington Vt. Mt. Anthony, Tu- 
escay preceding full moon. 

Rutland. Green Mountain En- 
campment, 3d Wednesday in 
December, February, April 
Juve, Avgust and October. 

Bradford Mt. Lebanon Royal Arch 
Chapter 2d Tuesday in De- 


do i 


Wednesday in February | 
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Norwich, Somerset Friday , 


1 North East. 





cember, February, April, June, 
August and October. 


CONNECTICUT, 


Haddam §. East Haddam. Cplum- 
bian alternately Thursday pre- 
ceding full moon. 

Stonnington. Asylum Tuesday 
preceding full moon. 

Colchester. Wooster, Ist Wednes- 


| 


{ 





day V, Chapter Monday toilow- ; 


arp. 


NV. Stonnington. 





ceding full moon. 
Widow's Soa 


Wednesday do do do 
New London. Thursday do 

do do 
Middletown. St. John’s last ang 


3d Wednesday. 
Lntchfield. St. Paul’s Thursday 
preceding do do 
Terrington. Seneka, Tuesday 
do do do 
Do 


Norfolk. Western Star 
Meridian Chapter Th 


do do do 
Canaan. 
preceding do do 
Chapter No. 46 1s: 
Monday. 
Barkhampstead. Northern Staj 
Thursday do de 
Woodgury. King Selomon’s do, 
do do 


Wew-YORE, 


Glen’s Falls. Hamilton Thursday f 
preceding full moon. Royall 
Arch Chapter, last Wednesday 
February, Apri, June, August, 
October, November and De-f 
cember. . 

Aurora. Scipio Monday prece- 
ding full moon.’ Aurora Royal 
Arch Chapter, Wednesday pre- 
ceding fuil moon. 

Watertown. Federal Wednesday 
previous full moon. 

Albany. Temple Royal Arch 
Chapter 2d Tuesday. Master 
Lodges Monday preceding full 
moon. 





At a Grand Annual Convocaiion of 
the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of 
the State of Kentucky, begun and 
held at Masons’ Hall % an the Town 
of Lexington, on the fifth day of 
September, 4. D. 1825, A. L, 
5825, Y. D. 2359, om the 6th 
do. the followwg Grand Officers 


were chosen for the year eusuing. 





M. E. James M. Pixz, of Lexing 
| ton, G. H. P, 


















$+ Ropent Jonnston, of Frank- | Frankfort, Gi Tr: 

fort, D. G. H. P. “¢ Rev. Cates W. Croun, gf”: 
* Tuomas H. Braprorp, of Lexington, G. C. 

Georgetown, G. K. “ Henry Wineare, of Frank: 
* Dapney C. Crosey, of Spriug- - fort, G. M. 

field, G. 8. : **  Warram P. Looms, of 


(Comp. Puri Swicert, of Fraak- | 


w 
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Frankfort, G. C. G. 
fort, G. Seccetary. “ 


Oxiver G. Waccenen, of 





torn, G. B&B. & T. 
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A PERFECT ARTIST. 


The human race a thousand various ways 
Pursue the road to happiness and praise ; 
Fancies so singular 4 ye each soul, 


Scarce would you think one artist made the whole, . 


The flattest dunce some humoyr cannot hide 
Which marks him out from all the world beside, 
For in the mind, as plainly as the face, 

Features peculiar to itself we trace ; 

Though all in many pomwts resemblance claim, 
No single pair are perfectly the same. 
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ADDRESS TO MASONRY, 


_ BY EDWARD P. PAGE, OF MARIETTA, OHIO. 





Hail mystic friend! whose ark impervious bore,, 
From Eden’s sol the emblematic lore. 

Hail Halcyon treasure and redemption’s joy! 

Ali hail each level of thy chaste employ! 

The striving waters by thy magic wand, 

Smile to the star-clad heav’ns of peace, as fond a 
And Joseph yields his party colour'd vest 

By envy crimson’d, to the high behest 

Of that supernal Lamb, who wip’d men’s feet 

In coat of unity, and love as meet. 

Thy nightingale to lunar brightness sings 

The song of death to tyrants, lords and kirgs.. 
The cuckoo of the spring proclaims a blaze 

Of solor light, to cheer expectant gaze. 

And superstition shrinks with selfish fear, 

And faitliless hirelings breathe their last carecr—~ 


Rosest M’Nerr, of Lering;: 





r50 

‘Order, by wond’rous numbers charms chaotic ménye. 
Franklin’s magic circle greets the Essen; 
And John’s Jerus’lem traces all the twelve 
As Aaron’s jewels to the Christian’s delve, 
A zodiac of truth! as true they rear, 
An Urim, Thummin flag, as moons, a year, 
The seven primitives of Deity may grace, 
Yhe five recipients in fond embrace: 
Essence, Life, Immortality, Wisdom, 
And Power, and Light, and Lope—how welcomey 
4J'o man’s absorbent soul; the Vital, 
Understanding, sats, Conscience, Will, 
Twelve planets (prime) this mental system bless 
Thus God and mani in one associate dress, 
Reversing birth, and in the wond’rous chain 
Concatenate, restoring life again. 
And living souls may call each image up— 
Shade of my father! with me come and sup! 
My mother’s likeness (at this gen’ral voice 

human concert voices) rise !—rejoice 
Elctric sympathy prevades the whole ; 
Magnetic virtue claims for brutes the goak 
And lo! we eat their hierogly phic meat, 
Rong smce mistaken for a viler treat. 
Wow be it known, that ail the family 
Bndissolubly join’d in harmony, 
By a long and a strong pull together 
Will rise from Topliet each departed brother, 
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WINTER. 
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Now the winter is come with its cold chilling breath, 
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And the verdure has dropp’d from the _ trees; 
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Al! gature eeems touch’d with the finger of death, 
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And the streams are beginning to freeze; When the wanton young 
a. Jj a mies. 


LL i 
° a— 
aa= ST Ssaeter esas 
| a A DS I | 


lads o’er the river can slide, And Flora attends us no more; 
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When in plenty you sit by a good fire side, 
Sure you ought to remember the pore 


2 When the cold feather’d snow does in plenty descend, 
And whitens the prospect around ; 

When the keen cutting winds from the notth shall atten, 
Hard chilling and freezing the ground ; 

When the hills and the dales are all candid with whitey 
When the rivers congeal to the shore, 

When the bright twinkling stars shal proclaim a cold eh 
Then remember the state of the poor. 


3 When the poor harmless hare may be trac’d.to the wate 

By her footsteps indented in snow ; 

When the lips and the fingers are starting with blood j. 
When the sportsman for pleasure shall go ; 

When the poor robin red breast approaches the cot, 
When the icicles hang at the door; | 

When the bow! smokes with something reviving and het, 
That’s the time to remember the poor. 


4 When a thaw shall ensue, and the waters increase, 

And the rivers all insolent grow ; 

When the fishes from prison obtain a release, 
When in danger the travellers go} 

- When the meadows are hid with he proud swelling flood, 
: When the bridges are useful no more, 
When in health you enjoy every thing that is good, 
Can you grumble to think on the pov ¢ 


5 Soon the day will be here when the Saviour was bor, 
All the world should agree as one voice ; 
All nations unite to salute the blest morn— 
| All ends of the earth should rejoice ; 
- Grim death is depriv’d of his all killing sting, 
' And the grave is triumphant no more ; 
Saints, angels, and men, hallelujahs shall sing, 
And the rich shall remember the poor. 
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